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The vast majority of people are receiving most of their educa-
tion along these lines from indirect sources such as the radio,
popular magazines, and moving pictures.
Education has a double task. It must appraise the past to
determine what elements of family life and relationships are
worth passing on; and it must decide how they can be best
passed on, in the light of new knowledge of personality, and
of the arts, and physical and social sciences applicable to the
home and family members.3 Adults are thereby challenged
to educate for stronger and happier family life.
Acceptance of this philosophy makes it necessary that expe-
riences of the curriculum be centered in the lives of the chil-
dren and their families and in the life of the community, and
that adults be concerned with helping the children learn how
to become contributing members of the family and the larger
community. Children of the elementary years profit from
guidance in their personal and group-living adjustments, and
may be helped to understand the family as an institution and
to contribute to its operation and welfare. The school can
Tielp the child discover and assume his role in his family, and
any personal or group experience which enriches the child's
life has potentiality for improving the quality of his family's
life.
•
education for personal, home, and family
living is not a "special" subject
Education for personal, home, and family life should serve
in the elementary years as an integrative force in the general
education experiences. It should enrich and help interpret
what the pupil learns in many of the school's activities rather
than aim to teach specific, complex skills and ideas. Effort
should be made to secure a wide correlation of learnings even
when study develops into series or units of experiences.
The elementary years offer opportunity to extend the child's
concepts of the world's material contributions to family life
3 Edmund de S. Branner, "Education for Home and Family Life in the
Light of Social Trends," Journal of Home Economics, 32:5:290, May, 1940.

